CLEMENCEAU

associate -with the highest class of French public speaking.
His voice rarely rises above the conversational level and, as a
rule, he is quiet and unemotional in his manner.   But the direct-
ness of his assaults and the dynamitical force of his short
periods gain rather than lose on that account; while his power
of logical, connected argument, marshalling with ease such
facts and quotations as he needs, has never been surpassed.
His famous Parliamentary encounter with my friend and
comrade Jean Jaures was a remarkable example of his con-
troversial ability.   My sympathies were, of course, entirely
with the eloquent, and able champion of Socialism, whose
power of holding even a hostile audience was extraordinary,
as was shown in that same National Assembly many a time.
I was of opinion then, and I believe now, that Jaures had much
the stronger case.    He spoke then, as he always did, with
eloquence, fervour and sincerity. As an oratorical display it was
admirable.  But I am bound to admit that, as a mere question of
immediate political dialectics, the Eadical Premier got the
better of the fray.   It is possible, of course, that bad Jaures
followed Clemenceau instead of having preceded him, that
might have made a difference.   But Jaures's style, with its
poetic elevation and long and imposing periods, was not so
well suited as that of Clemenceau to a personal debate on im-
mediate practical issues before such an audience as the French
National Assembly.

In private conversation Clemenceau is the most delightful
yet UDartifici&l talker I ever had the pleasure of listening to.
Others who possess great gifts in this direction are apt to work
up tbeir effects so that you can hear, as it were, the clank of
the machinery as tbeir pyrotechnic monologues appeal to your
sense of cleverness while they balk your desire for spontaneity.
There is none of this with Clemenceau. He takes his fair
share in any discussion and leaves Nothing unsaid which, from
his point of view, can elucidate or brighten up the friendly
discussion. Never was any man less of a brilliant bore.

Another quality* he possesses, which proved exceedingly
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